‘. "By Mis. James A. Bevan, Crown Point, India m 


Note: From the year 1835 to 1848 I quote from "A Lecture by Solon Robinson" delivered 
in Crown Point in 1847 - the remainder has been gleandd a little from this, and that, 
¢ source = with a few additions from memory. 


EARLY SCHOOLS OF CROWN POINT 


Fancy, that this is the year 1844, instead of 1944, and let us call up the days and 
years, of Auld Lang Syne. 


The first school in Lake County was taught in the winter of 1835-1936 by 
Mrs. Harriet Warner Holton.at her home located near the present site of the Pennsyl- 
vania Depot. She had three scholars. 


Dr. Lelia Bedell (a daughter of Solon Robinson) refers to her. As the blessed 
Old Mother - who never lost the type of the early days - the "New England School 
Maam of the genial better sort" - Harriet Halton died in her 97th year and rests in 
Maplewood cemetery. 


A log School House with chimney made of sticks and clay.was soon erected for 
the use of the village and in 1841 a small frame house was built. 


This was used for the Public School during many years - and was the first 
respectable one in the county. 


I don't mean to be understood, that the Crown Point school house is at all 
worthy the name of a decent one for the place - for it is not, although it is better 
than the little old Black Log Cabin which was in use previous to the building of this 
One es 


This building is entirely too small for a community of such good christians, 
as this is - for verily - they keep that part of the law of Scripture, which commands 
them to multiply and replenish the earth, with a most rapid increase of children - 
whose best inheritance would be a good education. But they fannot obtain it in a 
room 15 x 20 with fifty children packed around a red hot stove. 


As early as 1848 Rev. William Townley opened a Boarding and academic school 
in a room of his dwelling house located at 215 South Court St., Now the residence 
of Miss Josephine Meeker - later this school was transfered to the Academy Building - 
which became the Presbyterian Parsonage and is now the home of Charles Traves, 
231 South Main St.,. this school closed in 1856 - the school had marked a new era 
in educational advantages. 


The first Teachers Institute was held in November 1852 and was in session 
one week - the students assembled in Presbyterian meeting house - the morning sessions 
opened with prayer this was followed by instruction in vocal music and the best 
methods of teaching it in schools. Then followed reading and a lecture on Phy- 
siology by the Superintdndent this first teachers institute was arranged and carried 
out by private enterprise. 


RF. Patrick taught during 1856-57 - his select school was held in the 
Methodist Church. 


Miss Mary E. Parsons, a graduate of the Mt. Holyoke Seminary taught a select 
school for girls from 1856 until Nov. 1860. 


In 1859 a two story brick building was built on South Court St. with four 
rooms, two upstairs and two below - it was opened August 22, 1861 and was knewn as 
the "New Brick House" and later as the South Ward School. 


In September 1861 W, W. Cheshire and his wife Bessie Boone Cheshire, because 
resident teachers in Crown Po¥nt teaching in the Public Schok during the winter and 
conducting a private school in the summer continuing until 1867. 


A primary select school was conducted by Mrs. Sarah J. Robinson in a room 
in her home on North Court St. the only record that I find is that the school closed 
in July, 1864. In 1865 an educational enterprise was started which accomplished som- 
thing for the intellectual progress of the community - a Building was erected and 
furnished at a cost of $5,300.00 and in Jamearyl1866 it was occupied as the Crown Point 
Institute, which was designed to furnish collegiate instruction for young ladies and 
young men. The Institute closed in 1871 - this building was erected on the northeast 
corner of East and North Streets. 


In 1865 the Misses Kate and Martha Knight opened a select school, they erected 
a building on East street south of Joliet Street and later bought a two acre lot on 
the south east corner of east and south streets, and moved their school house there 
and build a dwelling; they continued to teach until 1881 built and occupied by the 
Knight sisters was sold to Mrs. Flora Norton Biggs, who sold the house to Eugene Farley 
and it was moved to a lot on south Main St. and later became the home of Many years 
of Paul B. Raasch and family - it is now the property of Edwin Bennett, 335 So. Main Ste 


In 1871 the School Trustees of Crown Point purchased the Institute property 
for $3,600.00. 


Until 1879 then, this together with the Brick of 1859, served as make shift 
quarters for the town's school children. 


Plans were made and money raised for the erection of a building that would 
adequately care for not less than six hundred pupils - at a cost of not more than 
$15,000.00. 


When it was finished in 1880 its capacity answered specificat ons but the 
cost was approximately $35,000.00. 


Instrumental music. 


The little hamlet contained in the year 18938 one piano, whose ivory keys were 
struck by the well trained fingers of Miss Eliza Eddy. 


The Lutheram School commenced in 1870. 


The Catholic School commenced agout 1871. 


